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Misconceptions that impact Presumption of Competence

We often mic;judae students’ behaviors as
jsolation lack ot motivation aggressiot; or

noti-compliatice. whie these individuals are

compensating and dealir\ﬁ with a Iaocly that *\.I‘}G

‘J

aond canhot communicate eH:echively or imPach? ?

experiehces sensory and motor differences,

the world around them
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The least dangerous assumption is to...

presume competence, and to provide
oPPor+uni+ieG cohsistent with hiﬁh
expectations, because to assume
incompetence and not provide such
oppor-tunities could be more harmiul, it
your assumption were proved wiong,
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gk There are two philosophies guiding much of
autism theories and education. In one there
is No presumption ol competence. Rather,
the nonspeaking individual is determined to
be Iow—Punchionina intellectually and not
Proper\y Proceec;ina human speech, thus
requiring simplitied lessons and constont
dri\lina. This is the prevailing theory.

-Ido Kedar
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“ In the other, there is a Pr‘esumpﬂon of
competence- that is, an intact mind may be
buried behind a messed up motor system
caused by neurological Factors. Therefore, iF
the person is +auﬁh+ to move Pr‘oper‘ly e Poin+
and spell words, that person may learn to
express thoughts and potentially get a more
normal education. Many, once thought to be
hopeless cases, have proven that, like books,
they shouldn't be J’udaed entirely by their cover.

-Ido Kedar
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Presuming
Competence

= ~ we have no idea what a child is
. capable of learning unless
Presuming information is presented in a way
Knowledge that is accessible 1o them and
they have a reliable way o
communicate their understanding.
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Presumption of Competence

Questions to auicle your approach:

e Does my chid's team ever tak. down, use a loud or slow
voice, or tak about my chid as if they are not there?

e Does my chid's team use age-appropriate language,
materials and topics that correlate to interests?

e Does my chid's team understand that my child may hot
always show what +hey khow or what +hey are +hinking?
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Accessible Academies

So... my school / educational team dePinH-ely
isn't presuming competence. And my kids at
home with me for the fForeseeable future.

Now what?
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