
xMinds 
Educator Grants
Our mission at Partnership for Extraordinary Minds (xMinds) is to improve the educational experiences and outcomes of the autistic students in MCPS.

To advance this mission, xMinds is offering grants to help motivated teachers, paraeducators, and administrators pursue research-based training and purchase curricula and curricular materials that will enable them to better support their students on the autism spectrum.  

Individual grants in the range of $50 to $400 will be awarded on a quarterly basis by the xMinds Board of Directors, who will select the recipients from the applications received prior to each quarterly deadline (March 15, June 15, September 15, and December 15).
The Board will, in its sole discretion, determine which applications to grant, considering the Board’s assessment of both the quality of the training or materials requested and the applicant’s potential to make use of them to advance the mission of xMinds.  

Application Requirements
1) The applicant must complete and submit the xMinds Educator Grant Application form to Laura Gordon, xMinds President, at lgordon@xminds.org.   
2) The application must include an explanation of how the applicant will utilize the training and/or item(s) to improve the educational outcomes of students on the autism spectrum with whom they work.
3) If the applicant requests that the grant be used to pay directly for training or curricular materials, then he/she must include with the application an invoice or other payment information that would allow xMinds to make payment directly to the provider. If the applicant requests that the grant be used to reimburse the applicant for costs the applicant will pay, he/she must submit a receipt showing proof of payment.  
4) Any applicant who ultimately receives a grant will be expected to provide feedback to xMinds after they complete their training or receive curricular materials. xMinds will contact the grant recipient with a short survey to learn how he/she has been able to use the training or materials. This survey will address such topics as the following:
· How was the training or curricular materials implemented?

· What did you find most useful about the training or materials?

· How receptive were your students to the changes you made? 

· What challenges to implementation did you face?

· Have you been able to document any beneficial impact in the classroom? 
xMinds Educator Grant Application
Partnership for Extraordinary Minds (xMinds) seeks to help teachers and para-educators gain access to research-based training and curricular materials that will improve the educational experiences and outcomes of students on the autism spectrum with whom they work.  
You may request funding from $50 to $400 to cover part or all of any training or curriculum that advances this goal.  Please complete this application form. 
Thank you for supporting our kids and our mission!

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Email address: _____________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name of school or other organization in which you teach/provide services:

__________________________________________________________________
Job title and description of your work:

__________________________________________________________________

Name and short description of training, curriculum or other items you wish to purchase with the grant. For ideas, please review the suggestions listed at the end of this application. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Start date and length of training: ___________________________________________________________________

Location of training: ___________________________________________________

This grant will (check one): pay the provider:______ or reimburse me:____________
Cost of training or curricular items (Attach invoice or receipt): __________

On a separate page, please explain how you will use this training or curricular materials to improve the educational experiences and outcomes of students on the autism spectrum.  (approximately 250 words)

Suggested Uses of xMinds Educator Grant

Conferences, Workshops, Training

$245.00: One day of Social Thinking conference (Early Bird or Group Rates would make it possible to attend the conference for two days for less than $400)

$200 - $375: Kennedy Krieger Institute’s Annual Autism Conference

$200: One-day workshop offered by PESI Behavioral Health

$150: One day workshop offered by the Maryland Coalition for Inclusive Education (MCIE); Past workshops have included: “The Problem with Problem Behaviors;” “The Co-Taught Classroom: 5 Ways to Create an Amazing, Nearly Miraculous, & Earth-Shattering Partnership;” and “Peer-Supported Inclusion”.

Curricular Materials

$29: The New Social Story Book, Carol Gray

$34: Social Thinking Thinksheets for Tweens and Teens, Michelle Garcia Winner

$47: Unstuck and On Target! An Executive Function Curriculum to Improve Flexibility for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, Research Edition, Lynn Cannon, M.Ed., et al.
$48: The Zones of Regulation: A Curriculum Designed to Foster Self-Determination and Emotional Control, Leah M. Kuypers, MA Ed. OTR/L

$52: Superflex: A Superhero Social Thinking Curriculum Package, Stephanie Madrigal and Michelle Garcia Winner

$77: Kari Dunn Buron’s Social- Emotional Teaching Tools Bundle (Includes the Incredible 5-Point Scale)

$86: Think Social! A Social Thinking Curriculum for School-Age Students, Michelle Garcia Winner

$130: “You’re Going to Love this Kid!” A Professional Development Package for Teaching Students with Autism in the Inclusive Classroom, Paula Kluth, Ph.D.

$29 - $200: Model Me Kids. Videos for modeling social skills. http://modelmekids.com/index.html
� Please note, these suggestions are presented solely to give educators an idea as to what sorts of applications will be likely to result in a grant.  Partnership for Extraordinary Minds is not endorsing any of the organizations or publications listed here.






